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IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please cancel Claims 16 and 39 without prejudice or disclaimer of subject 
matter. Please amend Claims 1, 15, 17 to 20, 23, 24, 38, 40 to 43, 49, 54 and 55, and add 
new Claim 56 as shown below. The claims, as pending in the subject application, read as 
follows: 

1 . (Cuxrently Amended) A method of annotating an image> said 
method comprising the steps of: 

providing a li^^ of metadata labels: 

associating each o f the metadata labels in the list with at least one of a 
Plurality of icons: 

displaying [[aj] flie plurality of predc t ei ' iniiULa icons^ each of the icons being 
labelled with one or more pr cdc t amined ofthq metadata labels with which the icon was 
associated : 

displaying the image adjacent to the displayed plurality of predetermined 
labelled icons, wherein the ima ge is displayed after each of the metadata labels has been 
associated with at leas t one of the plurah'tv of icons; 

detecting selection of at least one of the displayed plurality of prcdctemiincd 

labelled icons; 

detemiining a location of a subject rendered within the image based on a 
selection of the subject, wherein the one or more p r ede t ermined metadata labels associated 
widi the selected icon being related r ela t e to said selected subject; 
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linking the one or more p rede t cnniii c J metadata labels associated with the 
selected icon with a description of the location of the selected subject widiin tlie image; 
and 

storing the linked one or more predctcrmmcd metadata labels and the 
description as an annotation of the image, 

2. (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 1 , wherein the 
selection of said subject is detected by dragging the selected icon to the image, and 
dropping the dragged icon on the subject of the image. 

3. (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 6, wherein the 
bounded region is fonned based on an analysis of pixels of the image. 

4. (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 3, wherein the 
analysis includes an analysis of the colour inforaiation of the pixels of the image. 

5. (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 6, wherein the 
bounded region is of a predetermined size. 



6. (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 1 , further 
comprising a step of forming a bounded region within the image about the location at 
which the subject is rendered in said image, the bounded region being configured to 
substantially surround the subject. 
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7. (CanceUed) 

8 . (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 2, wherein a 
bounded region under the dragged icon is emphasized. 

9. and 10. (Cancelled) 

1 1 . (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 6, further 
comprising a step of extracting apart of the image based on the bounded region- 

12. (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 1 1, further 
comprising a step of displaying the extracted part of the image. 

1 3 . (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 6, wherein a 
size of the bounded region is determined automatically. 

14. (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 6, wherein a 
size of the bounded region is changeable by a user, 

1 5. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim I , wherein the 
one or more pr cdc t cimined metadata labels are stored as the annotation of the subject, and 
are displayed upon selecting the subject in the image. 
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16. (Cancelled) 

1 7. (Currently Amended) A method accoiding to claim 1 [[16]] , 
wherein the list of prcdctcmiitrcd metadata labels is provided from a database. 

1 8. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 1, wherein said 
storing step includes storing the one or more prcdetci ' iuiiji c tl metadata labels as the 
annotation of the subject of the image by using a tag indicating an association with the 
image. 

1 9* (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 1 8, wherein the 
one or more prcdctcmiineU metadata labels associated with the subject of the image arc 
stored in an XML file. 

20. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 1, further 
comprising a step of e-maihng at least the image to at least one e-mail address based on the 
one or more predetermined mfetadata labels associated with the image. 

2 1 . (Previotisly Presented) A method according to claim 1 , further 
comprising a step of replacing a default icon by the selected icon based on the subject of 
the image. 

i 

22. (Cancelled) 

I 
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23. (Cmr^ntly Amended) A computer readable medium storing a 
computer program, wherein said computer program comprises software code portions for 
performing a method of annotating an image, said program comprising: 

code for providing a list of metadata labels: 

code for assoeiatinpr e ach of the metadata labels in the list with at least OTie 
of a plurality of icons: 

i 

code for displjaying [[a]] the plurality of predeteraiittsd icons, each of the 

I' 

ifflps being labelled with on^ or more predetermined of the metadata labels with which the 

i 

icon was associated : 

code for displaying the image adjacent to the displayed plurality of 

jfflfaerein the im age is displayed after each of the metadata 



pr cdetcmiincd labelled icons 



labels has been associate d wife at least one of the oluiahtv of icons : 



code for detecting selection of at least one of the displayed plurality of 
prcdctcimiiied labelled icons; 

code for determining a location of a subject rendered within the image based 
on a selection of the subject, whorcln the one or more prcdctciimaeU metadata labels 



associated with the selected icon being related relate to said selected subject; 



code for li 




the one or more i 



\ metadata labels associated 



with the selected icon with a description of the location of the subject within the image; 
and 

code for storing the linked one or more predetermined metadata labels and 

! 

the description as an annotation of the image. 
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24. (Currently Amended) Ati apparatus for annotating an image, said 
apparatus comprising: 

metadata label prpvidinp means for providing a list of metadata labels: 

association trtefln.^ for associatin g each of the metadata labels in the list with 
at least one of a plurality of icons: 

display means for displaying [[a]] the plurality of predetermined icons^ each 
of the icons being labelled with one or more prede t emiia e d of the metadata labels witfi 
which the icon was associateid, and for displaying the image adjacent to the displayed 
plurality of pr ed e te nnincd labelled ioon s^wherein the image is displayed after each of the 
metadata labels has been asso ciated with at least one of the plurality of icons : 

selection detecting means for detecting selection of at least one of the 
displayed plurality of pr edetq t mincd labelled icons; 

location detennining means for determining a location of a subject rendered 
within the image based on a selection of the subject, whenein the one or more 
predctcmrined metadata labels associated with the selected icon being related refertc to said 
selected subject; 

linking means for linking the one or more predctcnnined metadata labels 
associated with the selected icon with a description of the location of the selected subject 
within the image; and 

r : 
I 

Storage means jfor storing the linked one or more predeteiniiu c d metadata 

j 

and the description as an anndtation of the image. 

!. 
I 

i 
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25. (Previously Presented) The apparatus according to claim 24, wherein 
the selection of said subject is detected by dragging the selected icon to the image, and 
dropping the dragged icon on the subject of the image. 

26. (Previously Presented) The ^aratus according to claim 29, 
wherein the bounded region is formed based on an analysis of pixels of the image. 

27. (Previously Presented) The apparatus according to claim 26, 
wherein the analysis includes an analysis of the colour information of the pixels of the 
image, 

j. 

28. (Previously Presented) The apparatus according to claim 29> 
wherein the bounded region is of a predetermined size, 

29. (Previorusly Presented) The apparatus according to claim 24, further 
comprising means for forming a bounded region within the image about the locations at 
which the subject is rendered iin the image, the bounded region being configured to 
substantially surround the subject. 

30. (Cancelled) ^ 

:j ■ 

31. (Previously Presented) The apparatus according to claim 25, 
wherein a bounded region imder iiihe dragged icon is emphasized. 
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34. (Previjjusjly Pp-esented) The apparatus according to claim 29, further 

comprising means for extracting a p^ of the image based on the bounded region. 

j * i *' 

■! ' . j 

35. (Previiii?iy Presented) The apparatus accoixiing to claim 34, 

•i ! 

wherein said display means fpittier displays the extracted part of the image. 



•i :-J 



36. (Previbu^ly Presented) The apparatus according to claim 29, 



wherein a size of the bounded regioii is determined automatically. 

\ t :'i 

I. : :i : • i 
j !; . : 

37. (Previousiy Presented) The apparatus according to claim 29, 
wherein a size of the bounded rejgioil is changeable by a user. 



38. (CurretjtlyiAnlended) The apparatus according to claim 24, wherein 
the one or more p r ede t cmiinajl ?neta4ata labels are stored as the annotation of the subject. 



and are displayed upon selecting the-Bubject in the image. 



39. (Canceil^) 



40. 

wherein the list oft 



(Currency kntended) The apparatus according to claim 24 [[39]], 
jmeiiadata labels is provided from a database. 



■I i 
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41 . (Cutrently Alpended) The apparatus according to claim 24, wherein 

• ■ . .ii 

said storage means stores the ofe d- moie prcdetuiiiIiiLJ metadata labels as the annotation 
of the subject of the image by u^ing; a tag indicating an association with the image. 



42, (Cxiirently Apiended) The apparatus according to claim 41, wherein 



the one or more ] 
stored in an XML file. 



: abetiidata labels associated with the subject of the image are 



43. (Currently :>^nended) The apparatus according to claim 24, further 



comprising means for e-mailing 
the one or more 



44. (Previous 
comprising means for replacing 
the image. ' 

45. (PrevicHis: 

li 

description iacludes a location o: 

46. (Previo&sl 
description includes a size of the 



•y Presented) The apparatus according to claim 24, further 

F : . 

• : ■ 

i"default icon by the selected icon based on the subject of 
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feast the image to at least one e-mail address based on 



' " X -I! 



et^ta labels associated with the image. 



y iPresented) A method according to claim 6> wherein the 

|the! bounded region within the image. 

i* 



sented) A method according to claim 6, wherein the 
)6#iided region. 
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47. (Previiouiy presented) A method according to claim 6, wherein the 
bounded region is formed at ia Icjcalion at which the selected icon is dropped on the image. 



I i 



48, (Previpuily |resented) A method according to claim 3, wherein a 



size of the bounded region isjdeifermined based on the analysis, 



V 1i 

! I:E 

.... 



49. (Cun^entlv Ailnended) A method according to claira 1 , wherein only 



the linked one or more 




annotation of the subject of tike ibage. 



i metadata labels and the de$criptio0 are stored as an 



50, (Previcjuijiy ijtesented) The apparatus according to claim 29, 

!' P- i : 

wherein the description of thd btjlimdeil region includes a location of the bounded region 
within the image. j 



y fitesented) The apparatus according to claira 29, 
[ region includes a size of the bounded region. 



51. (Previojus: 
wheremthe description of thej bds 

i' 

[ : 
i ! 

I: ■ 't. -ii i 

52, (Previoitislgr Presented) The apparatus according to claim 29, 

=; f- 1 

wherein the bounded region i^' fbfo a location at which the icon is dropped on the 



image. 



53, (PrevioWj 

I: :ir . ■ 

wherein a size of the bounded iregibr 



;ented) The £?)paratus according to claini 26, 
IS determined based on the analysis. 
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54. (Current^ Upended) The apparatus according to claim 24, wherein 



only the linked one or more 
an annotation of the subject of t&e llmage 




55 . (Currently Akiended) A method of annotating an image, said method 



comprising the steps of: 

providing a list 



plurality of icons; 

displaying [[a 
labelled vvdth one or more 
associated : 

displaying the 



metadata labels and the description are stored as 



associating_eacK i»f the metadata labels in the list with at least one of a 



itadata labels: 



urality of prcdal e AAmu e d icons^ each of the icons being 
of the metadata labels with which the icon was 



;ej| adjacent to the displayed plurality of prcdetermmed 



associated with at least one of tqe pii 



labelled icons, wherein the in ail i^ displayed after each of the metadata labels has been 



detecting selecti6)| oiiat least one of the displayed plurality of predctcmiiucd 



labelled icons; 



determining a 

selection of the subject, wh ere i t i! |lig^ 

J ' 

with the selected icon being relai 




litv of icons: 



forming a bounds 



bf a subject rendered within the image based on a 
me or more prcdc t ciuiiued metadata labels associated 

to said selected subject; 
ion within the image about the location at which the 



subject is rendered in said image||^did;;bounded region being configured to substantially 
surround the subject; 
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the steps of: 



56. (New) 



providing a list oti 



linking the one dtr mpre p r ftdc t emiiiieJ metadata labels associated with the 
selected icon with a descriptionjl6f;S aid bounded region; and 

storing the Hnkekloii^ or more p rcdetcj - mujicJ metadata labels £ind the 
description as an annotation of i: je!|cnage. 



displaying a rebr|bej|tation of each of the metadata labels in the list; 



displaying the 



storing the linkra m 



image. 
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labels, wherein the image is dji^a^ 
with at least one of the plurality! 

detecting selectid| 
metadata labels; 

determining a 
subject being selected, the meba^^af 
related to said selected subjec ;; 

linking the melad^al 
description of the location of the 



oc| ho a of a subject rendered within the image upon the 

abel associated with the selected representation being 



Lpd of annotating an image, said method comprising 



tadata labels; 



adjacent to the displayed representations of metadata 
after each of the metadata labels has been associated 

ions; 

at least one of the displayed representations of 



9el{ 



abel associated with the selected representation with a 

d subject within the image; and 
lata label and the description as an araiotation of the 
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